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Beacons of Pride
 ӹ  Three teams of eighth-graders from 
McKinley Middle School placed 
in C-SPAN’s national StudentCam 
Documentary Competition. One 
team took second place and two 
teams tied for third place.  

 ӹ  Thirty-six students received AP 
Scholar awards this year, including 
two students who received National 
AP Scholar Awards, the highest AP 
honor given by the College Board.

 ӹ  Walden III Middle School was 
named an exemplary middle school 
for its high test scores in reading. 
Walden III High School students 
also took first place in their division 
in the Wisconsin State U.S. 
Academic Decathlon Tournament.

 ӹ  The Afterschool Alliance named 
Director of Extended Day Programs 
and Community Engagement 
Kathy Dunkerson one of 20 
national afterschool ambassadors.

 ӹ  RUSD received a Gold Well 
Workplace Award from The 
Wellness Councils of America for 
its commitment to the health and 
well-being of its employees.

 ӹ  North Park Elementary School 
won a $10,000 sweepstakes to 
make improvements to its library 
as a nationwide winner in the My 
Coke Rewards for Schools Refresh 
Your School Library Sweepstakes.

 ӹ  Park High School student Paul 
Oemig won the gold medal in 
photography at the National 
SkillsUSA Championships in 
Kansas City.

 ӹ  Horlick High School students Kim 
Johnson and Saray Hernandez 
placed first and second respectively 
in their weight classes in the 2012 
National High School Powerlifting 
Association Championship.

District Updates
RUSD Schools Honored for Closing the Achievement Gap

This school year, two RUSD elementary schools 
have been honored by the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction (DPI) for their successful 
efforts to close the achievement gap. 

West Ridge Elementary School was named 
a Wisconsin School of Recognition by DPI. 
To achieve this designation, a school must be 
among those with the highest poverty rates in 
the state, have met adequate yearly progress 
goals under federal education law for the past 
two years and have student achievement on state 
math and reading assessments that is higher than 
schools with similar poverty levels and grade 
configurations. 

DPI has nominated Jerstad-Agerholm 
Elementary School for a national Blue Ribbon 
Award. It was nominated for reducing racial and 
economic achievement gaps on state reading and 

math tests over the last five years in an environment where at least 40 percent of students 
come from a disadvantaged background. At Jerstad-Agerholm, 75 percent of students 
receive free or reduced-price lunch. State testing data shows the school has made gains in 
test scores of black, Hispanic and economically-disadvantaged students.

Jefferson Lighthouse Magnet School Authorized as IB Primary 
Years Programme
Jefferson Lighthouse Elementary School has 
been authorized as an International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Primary Years Programme (PYP) school. The 
process of becoming a PYP consisted of three years 
of dedicated reform and reflection and focusing 
on educating the whole child - academic, social, 
physical, emotional and cultural. Jefferson is now 
recognized by the IB organization as meeting the 
high standards of its principles and practices. 

Jefferson Lighthouse is just the fourth IB PYP 
school in the state of Wisconsin and is now the 
second IB school in Racine, joining Case High 
School’s IB Diploma Programme. McKinley 
Middle School is currently working towards 
authorization as an IB Middle Years Programme.

8  Read the full story at news.rusd.org/jeffersonpyp.
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As we head into the last weeks of the 
2011-2012 school year, I want to spend 
some time reflecting on what has been 
a challenging and also rewarding year in 
the Racine Unified School District. 

We have much to be proud of including 
two elementary schools – West Ridge 
and Jerstad-Agerholm – that have been 
recognized by the Wisconsin Department 

of Public Instruction for their successful efforts to close the 
achievement gap (see page one for the full story). We also have 
36 high school AP (Advanced Placement) Scholars this year, 
including two National AP Scholars.

We have strong educational leaders who provide excellent 
learning opportunities for our students every day. District 
Technology Coordinator and Apple Distinguished Educator 
Sue Gorman was chosen by Apple to attend a global technology 
gathering this summer in Cork, Ireland, where she will learn 
from technology educators from all over the world. 

I am very encouraged by the growth demonstrated by RUSD 
students on the WKCE state tests. We’ve seen consistent growth 
in writing at all levels and this year saw increases in math scores 
for all grade levels but one. 

RUSD continues to face significant challenges including budget 
shortfalls. With reduced state funding, we will face this problem 
for years to come and will need to make difficult decisions in order 
to maintain quality educational opportunities for all students. 

I am calling on everyone in Racine to work together so we can 
overcome the challenges and continue to see progress in RUSD 
schools. We need your support. There are many things you can do: 

•	  Read this newsletter to learn more about what’s happening in 
our schools; share the newsletter with your family and friends.

•	  Visit an RUSD school today to see the amazing things 
happening in the classroom.

•	Volunteer in a school as a mentor, tutor or classroom helper. 

Our schools and our students will play a significant role in the 
future success of the Racine community. We’re all in this together. 
I look forward to a positive close to this school year and am eager 
to begin planning for another school year where we see positive 
gains and increased student achievement!

Sincerely,

Dr. Ann Laing
Superintendent of Schools

Mitchell Middle School Students Win  
National Fluid Power Competition
A team of four Mitchell Middle School eighth graders including 
Adilene Aguirre, Kallie Braun, Eric Rodriguez and Jimmy 
Kohlmann won the National Fluid Power Association Challenge 
held at the Milwaukee School of Engineering in December. 

After being shown an engineering problem that had to be solved 
using fluid power, the students had four weeks to develop and 
build a prototype of a machine using sticks, syringes and flexible 
tubing. Machines were required to lift a block and place it on a 
shelf as many times as possible in two minutes.

During the competition, groups were given four hours to build 
a second version of their prototype. Judges circulated among 
the groups awarding points for teamwork, technical skills and 
correct answers to quiz questions about fluid power. The teams 
operated their machine for the judges, scoring points for each 
object successfully picked up and moved.

The group from Mitchell won by receiving the highest total 
points. In addition, they won the Engineering Portfolio 
Champion trophy where they scored a perfect 100 percent.

8  Read the full story at news.rusd.org/mitchellnfpa.

Kids First Fund Supports Student Learning
Kids First Fund is a non-profit 
organization that provides funding for 
special projects and programs that are 
designed to enhance the lives and learning 
experiences of the students and teachers in RUSD.

In the past, Kids First funded the Fathers Being Involved (FBI) 
program at S.C. Johnson Elementary School. FBI is a group of 
dads and grandfathers who volunteer every week at the school, 
providing positive male role models for the students.

8  Learn more and donate online at www.kidsfirstfund.net.

From the Superintendent

Board of Education Election Results
Elections for three open RUSD Board of Education seats were held 
on April 3. Incumbents Don Nielsen, Kim Plache and Gretchen 
Warner were re-elected to the Board for three-year terms.

District Updates
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RUSD Sees Growth in WKCE State Test Scores
Racine Unified this year saw improvement in state test scores 
demonstrating that increased efforts and new curriculum are 
proving effective. On March 27, the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction released Wisconsin Knowledge Concepts 
Examination (WKCE) results from assessments taken by 
students in grades 3-8 as well as grade 10.

“Overall, we see some impressive growth in math on the WKCE 
this year, with increases in the number of students proficient or 
advanced at all grade levels but one,” said Superintendent Dr. 
Ann Laing. 

RUSD also saw a three percentage point increase in students 
who are proficient or advanced in third-grade reading. Third 
grade is a critical point in which students transition from 
learning to read to reading to learn. 

“I am also encouraged by the growth at the high school level,” 
said Laing. “At 10th grade, we saw a seven percentage point 
increase in reading proficiency and a two percentage point 
increase in math proficiency. We hope to see that growth 
continue next year.”

8  Read the full story at news.rusd.org/wkce2012.

Making a Splash: Park High School has two 
State Champion Divers
It’s rare to have a state champion diver and exceedingly more rare 
to have two from the same school in the same year. That’s why 
Park High School senior Rachel Margis and junior Andrew 
Suchla made a splash this year when they were named the girls 
and boys state champion respectively at the WIAA Division 1 
State Swimming and Diving Championships.

8  Read the full story at news.rusd.org/parkdivers.

Racine Virtual Learning Provides Another 
Option to Meet the Needs of Students
Not every student can learn to his/her fullest potential by taking 
courses in a traditional classroom setting. Within the next five 
years, it is estimated that 80 percent of high school courses 
will have at least some sort of online learning component. 
Recognizing these two important facts, RUSD implemented 
Racine Virtual Learning in September 2011. A total of 230 high 
schoolers and 12 middle schoolers are currently enrolled and 
taking at least one virtual course. Racine Virtual Learning is on 
track to have an 85 percent completion rate this year, while most 
virtual programs have a 50 percent completion rate in their first 
year. 

Racine Virtual Learning is not a school but rather another 
option for students to take courses through their home school.
Virtual learning combines face-to-face learning with online 
learning. Students can take a wide variety of courses virtually 
from RUSD content teachers or other teachers throughout the 
state through the District’s partnership with Wisconsin eSchool 
Network. Mentor teachers at the students’ schools support them 
by checking in to make sure they’re on track and connecting 
them with resources such as career and college help. 

This year, students are taking a wide array of courses ranging 
from core subjects like math and reading to electives such 
as Mandarin Chinese and marine biology. Although virtual 
learning isn’t best for every student, it works very well for 
students who need a different learning environment, want more 
challenging courses or can’t attend class on campus.

“We have an orientation process students go through to help 
them see what virtual learning is like,” said RUSD Virtual 
Learning Administrator Kelly Pochop. “This process allows us to 
ensure that students who take virtual courses are successful.”

RUSD is currently working to expand virtual learning 
opportunities to allow more students to take virtual courses in 
the 2012-2013 school year.

8  Learn more online at moodle.rusd.org.

District Updates

We Want Your Feedback! 
The feedback gathered in the RUSD survey for parents 
and community members is very important and helps us 
improve communication and school operations. 

8        Please take the survey online by  
May 13 by visiting the RUSD website 
at www.racine.k12.wi.us or scanning 
the QR code on the right with a smart 
phone.
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RAMAC Excellence in Education Award Winners
Teacher of the Year  
Mitchell Middle School teacher 
Kim Wendt is the teacher of 
the year. As a science teacher at 
Mitchell, she led the efforts to win a 
$50,000 grant from Pepsi to build a 
science lab at the school. According 
to her colleagues, Wendt makes sure 
that her kids have the best possible 
opportunities for success. She 
motivates her students and everyone 
around her with her energy and love 
of teaching and learning.

Program of the Year
Career Discovery Solutions 
is a business and education 
partnership between RUSD and 
local businesses brought together by the Downtown Rotary and Founders Rotary Clubs of 
Racine. Middle school students tour businesses in Racine and are presented with a real-life 
problem faced by the business. The students develop solutions using skills they’ve learned 
in areas such as math and marketing. They then present the solutions to the business and 
in some cases work to implement them, helping to prepare them for future careers.

Administrator of the Year 
Mack Alternative Program Assistant Director Eliot 
Underhill was named administrator of the year for his 
success in implementing a structured disciplinary climate, 
a respectable dress policy and a daily breakfast and lunch 
program. His initiatives have increased the social skills of Mack 
students while encouraging the continuous academic progress 
necessary for graduation and success in the outside world. 
The consistent, level-headed decision making he provides 
makes it comfortable for students to learn and feel successful. 
In addition, he provides an endless stream of patience and 
optimism for students with greater than average needs.

8  Read more about the winners at news.rusd.org/ramac2012.

RAMAC Teacher of the Year Kim Wendt teaches her  
class about the physics of the popular game Angry Birds.
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Important Reminders
 ӹ Register now for 4 or 5-year-old 

kindergarten at your attendance 
area elementary school or during the 
summer at the Administrative Service 
Center, 3109 Mt. Pleasant St.

 ӹ Summer School catalogs will be 
available on the District website by 
early May.

 ӹ Start/End Time Changes for next 
year: Gilmore, Jerstad-Agerholm, 
McKinley, Mitchell and Starbuck 
Middle Schools will start at 8:35 a.m. 
and dismiss at 3:35 p.m. North Park 
Elementary School will start at  
9:20 a.m. and dismiss at 4:05 p.m.

Mark Your Calendar
 ӹ  Elementary Three-Hour Early 

Release  May 18
 ӹ Prom  May 19
 ӹ Memorial Day (No School)  May 28
 ӹ  Graduation  June 8 (REAL, Walden) 
and June 10 (Case, Horlick, Park)

 ӹ  Last Day of School & Two-Hour 
Early Release  June 8

 ӹ Summer School  June 20 - Aug. 2
 ӹ First Day of School 2012  Sept. 4

Get More District News
 ӹ Website www.racine.k12.wi.us
 ӹ Cable Access Channel 20
 ӹ Inside Unified and Board Notes  

E-newsletters Sign up on our website.
 ӹ School Newsletters
 ӹ Emergency Notifications Register 
your e-mail address on our website.

 ӹ        Friend Racine Unified Schools
 ӹ        Follow Racine Unified

RAMAC Administrator of 
the Year Eliot Underhill
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