
 

 

   

 

  

The Viking Voyage 

November / December 2016 

 
Nov. 3 – Early Release  

Nov. 3 & 4 – Student Led Conferences 

Nov. 4 - End of 1st Quarter 

Nov. 9 - 8th gr. Case IB Transfer Meeting 

Nov. 9-11 – 8th gr. JA Finance Park  

Nov. 11 – Gear Up to UW-Whitewater 

Nov. 15 – McKinley School Choice Night 

Nov. 24 & 25 – Thanksgiving Recess  

Nov. 29 – Volleyball Jerstad @ McKinley 

Dec. 1 – Volleyball Walden @ McKinley 

Dec. 5 – 6th grade Family Night 

Dec. 6 – Volleyball McKinley @ Gilmore 

Dec. 6 – 6th grade Choir Concert 

Dec. 8 – Volleyball McKinley @ Starbuck 

Dec. 8 – 7th/8th grade Choir Concert 

Dec. 13 – Volleyball Mitchell at McKinley 

Dec. 14 – Orchestra Concert 

Dec. 15 – Band Concert 

Dec. 19 – Volleyball McKinley @ Gifford 

Dec. 22 – Jan. 2 – Holiday Recess (No School) 

Jan. 3 – School Resumes 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Note  

It’s hard to believe we are ready to wind up the first quarter of school! We have had a great 

start to the year and I have enjoyed getting to know many of our students.  We look forward 

to sharing your child’s progress with you during student-led conferences on November 3rd 

and 4th.  If you are unable to make conferences during those days, please let us know and 

we will try to make other accommodations for you.  See you on the 3rd and 4th! 

Student Government  
 
Student Government is extremely 
excited about the hype for this year’s 
election; students have been very 
creative on their slogans and have 
been speaking with the student body 
about what issues are important to 
them and what changes they would like 
to see.  We will even be holding our 
elections the same day as our country 
votes on Nov. 8th! 
Student Government will also be 
running the annual Hunger Game 
Thanksgiving Food Drive.   
 
We will also be supporting 

Cottingham’s Closet again, so if you 

have any gently used clothing that you 

would like to donate and bring to 

conferences we will have a drop-box 

set up for your donations on the 200 

floor where you will enter.  Thank you 

for helping out our student body. 



 

 

 

  

Nurse’s Office 

Hello Parents, I hope you are off to a 

healthy fall.  A few weeks ago you should 

have received a Health Care Summary 

form. If you have already returned the 

form, thank you, if not could you please 

return the form as soon as possible.  This 

is the only way we know if your child has 

any medical issues.    If your child is ill we 

are only able to call the names and 

numbers in Infinite Campus, so please 

keep these numbers updated in case we 

need to call you.  With the cold and flu 

season upon us, please remind your 

children to wash their hands frequently 

and cover their coughs.   

IB Happenings 
 
Happy November Viking Families! 
 
We have a busy month ahead of us all.  Here are a few Happenings. 
 
November 3rd and 4th:  Student Led Conferences!  At McKinley, an IB World School, students lead 
the way! Students not only attend the event… they run the show.   
 
November 9th:  Attention 8th graders interested in the Case IB Transfer… please bring your 
parents to the McKinley library at 6pm to learn more about the transfer process.  Remember the 
school choice window will open in December and close in mid-January. 
 
November 15th:  To all families with 5th graders… McKinley’s School Choice Night is November 
15th at 6pm.  Please tell friends, families, and neighbors.  This night is for 5th grade students and 
their families to learn all about McKinley and the IB way!  Administration, teachers, and current 
students (IB Ambassadors) will be in attendance to give tours and answer all of your questions. 
 
Passion Project:  Our 8th graders are getting started in selecting their topics for their MANDATORY 
community service project.  Some of our students have already gotten started and are working with 
a teacher mentor. 8th grade Passion Night is March 14, 2017.  This is a MANDATORY event for 
our 8th graders! 
 
Finally, our 6th Grade Family Night will be December 5 at 6pm.  More information to follow!! 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring,  
knowledgeable, and caring young people who help to 
create a better and more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding and respect. 

Bully Prevention Update 

McKinley has a Bully Prevention Program in place 
to help students who are experiencing bullying at 
our school. This program also helps students who 
bully to see the impact of their behavior on others 
and make positive choices. 7th Grade Counselor, 
Megan Knudson, is serving as the McKinley 
Bullying Coordinator this year. If you have concerns 
about bullying or questions about the program, 
please contact Ms. Knudson at 664-6172 or 
megan.knudson@rusd.org.  

 

International Travel Club 
For anyone interested in learning more about our 
June 2018 trip to China, please join us at our next 
meeting.  Monday, December 5 at 6:15pm in room 
304.  Hope to see you there!!! 
Questions: stefanie.biesiada-webers@rusd.org 

mailto:megan.knudson@rusd.org
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Counselor’s Corner 
 
ACADEMIC TALENT SEARCH - Northwestern University's Midwest Academic Talent Search 
(NUMATS) is a research-validated program that utilizes above-grade-level assessment, as a means of 
gifted testing, to help parents and educators better understand their students’ educational needs. 
NUMATS allows eligible students to take internationally recognized tests before the grade levels at which 
they are normally administered. The PSAT™8/9 test, designed for students in grades 8 and 9, is 
administered to students in grades 3 through 6. SAT® and ACT®, designed for students in grades 11 
and 12, are administered to students in grades 6 through 9. NUMATS identifies academic ability, 
measures growth and connects students to resources and opportunities for advanced students.  Call 
847-491-3782 ext.3 or email NUMATS@ctd.northwestern.edu or contact your child’s School Counselor. 
 
ATTENDANCE INTERVENTIONS: Each week the Counselors and Social Worker receive copies of 
letters sent to Parents/Guardians of students who have missed a certain number of class periods.  We 
then see the students and contact the parents/guardians.  If a student is more than ten minutes late to a 
class, it is counted a one class period missed.  Encourage your children to be in all their classes on time 
so you won’t receive a letter.  Remember, students can be randomly called to go to Truancy Court after a 
certain number of absent periods.  Contact our Social Worker, Mrs. Cottingham, at 262-664-6169 for 
more information. 
 
CAREER EXPLORATION: 7th Graders recently completed career exploration activities using the Career 
Cruising program. Students learned about the connection between their personal interests, skills, and 
future careers that may be right for them. We discussed the importance of self-knowledge as it relates to 
8th Grade Career and Academic Plans (ACP) and course selection in high school. Ask your students 
about the careers they explored!  
 
HONORS BREAKFAST: 1st Quarter Scholastic Honors “Breakfast” will be November 18, 
2016.  Students who earned a 3.00 gpa and above for their 1st Quarter Report Card will be recognized 
by grade level.  They will also receive a certificate.   
 
SUPPORT STAFF REFERRAL FORM: Students may request an appointment with their counselor, 
social worker, or psychologist by using the new support staff referral form. This form was created to 
educate students in appropriate help seeking behavior and to help them reflect on the severity of their 
personal concerns. Your student may access the form in each teacher’s room as needed. The PBIS 
team and support staff worked together to create a lesson on how to use the new forms which was 
taught in homeroom this week. 

AfterZone 
 

After Zone is in full swing!  Module 1 is going really well and the students are learning a lot of great skills 
and lessons.  From scaling rock walls to creating robots, our students are creating new experiences and 
memories every day. On Thursday, October 20, we had an awesome “Lights On” event promoting the 
programs and opportunities that our McKinley Vikings have.   

 
Some students will be starting a new online reading and math program entitled Scootpad.  Select 
students will need to complete an hour of this program before attending their enrichment classes.  

 
Believe it or not, students will be selecting their second module classes pretty soon.  We are always 
looking for new classes and new opportunities for our students.  If you have a desire to teach and a 
great idea for a class please feel free to email me and share your vision. My email address is 
daniel.konopasek@rusd.org.   

Thank you! 
Dan Konopasek 

mailto:NUMATS@ctd.northwestern.edu
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Brazil 
 
Famílias Olá Brasil House! 
Our mathematicians have just finished our budget project in Math, focusing on positive and negative 
integers. Students have to make a budget for the month of October keeping track of their debits and 
credits along the way. Make sure to ask your student if they ended up in the red or not! We will be 
continuing to review our math skills as we move on to factors and multiples.  
 
Your Brazil House scientists are continuing to practice using the scientific method in our Science 
classes. Using hands on labs and experiments they have been practicing each step of the scientific 
method. We even had one group’s tin foil boat hold 116 pennies before it sunk! We will be finishing up 
this unit with our gummy bear and drops on a penny lab, your students may have some interesting data 
to share after they are done with these.  
 
For both Science and Math, we have begun to use our google classrooms to share information and 
technological resources. We will have more information about how you can see what we are learning 
and what we are doing each week at conferences!  
 
Our Geographers have been working on their Travel Log projects for the last 2 weeks. They will 
continue to work and complete their posters this week.  
 
Brazil house will be completing our Narrative writing Unit this week. Our writers have been practicing 
the process of writing stories. I have enjoyed reading and learning new things about each and every 
student through their narratives. I am excited to learn more about them in their future stories.  
 
Don’t forget we will be using the Remind app to send out updates and reminders throughout the 
school year. We only have a few parents signed up at this point. If you have not already done so 

please text the message @brazilh to 81010 so that you can receive these messages. 

Scotland 

In math, we have completed Modules 1 and 2! We have been studying integers and absolute value. We 
are finishing up a unit on Greatest Common Factors and we will beginning a unit on Least Common 
Multiples and Rational Numbers.  
 
In Science we began the year learning about Lab Safety.  Once that was complete, we began our unit 
on Lab Tools, where we were learned what tools we needed to use (and how to use them) in the 
science lab.  We are currently completing a unit on Scientific Method.  We have worked with 
microscopes in the Microscope Lab. We measured drops of water on a penny in The Penny Lab.  Ask 
your students about their observations when they performed The Candy Lab.  A couple of our upcoming 
labs will be The Gobstopper Lab and the Rainbow Lab! 
 
In I&S we are completing a fascinating unit about travel throughout the U.S.A. The students are 
completing a unit where they were able to travel through the four regions of the U.S. They were given a 
budget and a nice poster to illustrate their work. They will then present their work to other staff members 
and students. The students have done wonderful work on their posters. 
 
In L&L the students are completing their personal narratives and it has been an exciting and engaging 
journey through the grammar highway. I have enjoyed learning about my students from their narratives. 
We will continue to work on this theme throughout the rest of the year. 



 

 

 

  

Costa Rica 
 
Hello Costa Rica Families! 
 
In Math: We are finishing up Integers and Number 
Systems! Our math students are finishing up a project in 
which they are learning how to create and follow a 
budget using positive and negative integers. They have 
been enjoying finding out how frugal or lavish they are 
with their budgets. 
 
In Pre-Algebra: We have completed Module 1 (Adding & 
Subtracting Integers) and Module 2 (Multiplying & 
Dividing Integers.) Students learned how to apply their 
new knowledge to real world situations.  We have started 
Module 3 on Rational Numbers. Students have access to 
the book and other online resources through the RUSD 
Instech webpage. This is a great way to review and 
reinforce what we are learning in class.  
 
In Science: We are continuing to learn about the 
Scientific Method. They have completed the floating 
aluminum foil boat lab and the Volume Color Lab. We 
have also completed smaller labs to continue to learn 
about the different steps of the Scientific Method 
involving Gobstoppers, coffee filters, and Sour Patch 
Kids. For both Science and Math, we are just starting to 
use a google classroom, and I will have more information 
about how that involves you at conferences!  
 
Individuals & Societies: We are completing our study of 
the Five Themes of Geography. Our final project was a 
trip around the different regions in the USA. Students are 
creating presentations to share their journeys and the 
knowledge they gained from their travels.  
 
Language & Literature (Advanced L&L): We are 
completing our unit on narrative writing. Students have 
practiced the process of writing stories, including adding 
details, dialogue, action, and inner thinking. Our next unit 
will be in independent reading.  
 

 
We look forward to meeting with you all at Student 
Led Conferences in November! You will get a chance 
to see what we have been working on, get a closer 
look at our learning space, and take some time to 
discuss what we have going on in the Costa Rica 

House! 

Serbia 
 
Zdravo! 

 
Wow! Once Serbia got started, there’s no 
stopping us!  
 
In math, we have cruised through our first 
chapter on number systems. We were able 
to use what we learned to explore how 
budgets are used, and we have a new 
respect for our families for living within a 
budget.  
 
Science has been exciting with labs, 
observations, and predictions, then doing 
projects to see how well we predict. We 
have made boats, peered at slides through 
microscopes, examined every facet of 
pieces of candy, and watched water 
molecules in action on pennies.  
 
Individuals and Societies is exploring the 
United States and the myriad of interesting 
things to see and do in this country. We are 
also learning to plan a nationwide trip to 
visit many of those landmarks and 
monuments, keeping within a set budget 
and remembering we have to eat and 
sleep. Check with your 6th grader next time 
you’re planning a trip. They can help.  
 
In Language and Literature, stories 
abound! We are reading them, writing 
them, listening to them, and discussing 
them. Serbia House has quite a crop of 
good writers! 

 
Don’t forget that Student Led Conferences 
are approaching. This is a great opportunity 
for your child to tell you how they are doing 
in school, see samples of their work, and 
experience the environment where they are 
learning every day. We hope to see you 
there! 

 

Pozdravi! 



 

 

Madagascar 
 
I & S 
Hello Parents! Students have started their Europe unit and learning about the different 
countries/histories of the region. Please ask your students how they are doing and something they like 
about the class! 
 
Science 
Science classes have been rocking, literally. We have been learning about the Earth structure, the 
different types of rocks, how to classify rocks and how rocks are formed. We are finishing up our unit 
with a classifying rock lab and a research project between earthquakes and volcanos. -Loeffler 
 
Language & Literature I am so excited about our second unit of the year—Independent Reading: Intro 
to Reader’s Workshop! Students chose a fiction book based on his or her reading ability. We are talking 
about elements of a story, such as conflicts, themes, settings, plot elements, etc. Students will be 
charting and should be experts at dissecting a work of fiction (or even a movie), being able to identify 
different aspects or elements of a work. The unit will end in a culmination assignment in which students 
will critique their book and provide a detailed breakdown of the different elements of their story. -Mr. 
Maxwell 

 

   

Switzerland 
 
Hello Parents! In science we are coming to the end of our unit on Earth Structure. The students will be 
starting their final project in class in the next week. The projects for the unit will be on earthquakes and 
volcanoes, which will be an explosion of fun!  ~Miss Bailey 
 
Hello All! In Language and Literature, we have recently completed our Unit 1. In this unit, students had 
to pick an important memory and create a memoir. Students worked to brainstorm, create a rough draft, 
revise, and write a final draft on Google Drive so they could share it with me. I really enjoyed getting to 
learn so much about your children during this unit. We are just getting started in our Unit 2: Independent 
Reading. Students have selected a book of their choice and over the next month or so, will be analyzing 
for story elements. At the end of the unit, they will complete a written piece to demonstrate 
understanding. I look forward to seeing you at conferences!  -Ms. Kemnitz 
 
Hello from Mrs. Grodey’s math classes! Algebra A students are working their way through solving 
equations and inequalities and will be moving on to functions and linear relationships! I am impressed 
with the quality of student work and their commitment to learning :) Algebra B is finishing up dealing 
with radicals and radicands. We have conquered the exponent rules and are getting ready to move on 
to geometric sequences and exponential functions. Again, the quality of student work and commitment 
to learning is wonderful :) Geometry is almost finished with transformations and symmetry and will be 
moving on to congruent figures. Great students working hard to master these concepts! :) In pre-
algebra we have moved through the rules for integer operations as well as rational number operations. 
Challenging stuff, but hard work is paying off! Next up is the unit on ratios and proportions. :) All 
classes: If you are not seeing homework please know that is by design. I have class time scheduled 
each day so students can complete their practice work in class. If a student does not use that time 
wisely they may need to complete the class work on their own time, but so far all are working pretty 
hard. I am looking forward to meeting and speaking with you at conferences on November 3rd/4th! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Australia 

G’day, Australia house parents, we are 
having a great first quarter in language and 
literature.  Students recently finished their 
narrative poems, and now they are well into 
their first independent reading novel.  In just 
a few short weeks they will be writing a 
book critique on their novel.   
 
Math:  
8th grade math is moving right along and 
mastering the skill of putting numbers into 
standard form and scientific notation. While 
working in their blended learning stations, 
students are working together, with a 
teacher, independently, and on their 
Chromebooks to learn skills with positive 
and negative integers. Coming up, we will 
be diving into proportions and slope, so look 
for that in the coming weeks!! (Note: most 
work is done in class, so if students are 
working hard and on-task, they will not bring 
home homework!)  
 
Algebra B:             
Students will soon begin studying the unit 
entitled “Exponential 
Relationships”.  Students will simplify 
expressions with exponents and radicals 
and graph and solve exponential functions.   
 
Algebra I: 
Students will soon begin studying the unit 
entitled “Understanding Functions”. 
Students will graph and model function 
relationships.      
 
Individuals & Society:  
We are completing our Explorers Unit 
where students learned about the 
conquistadors and the positive and negative 
effects of exploration.  This month we will 
be jumping into the 13 Colonies, where 
students will learn about the difficulties and 
challenges of starting a new nation.       
         
 

Tibet 

Hello Tibet House Parents! 
In science, students have refined their experimental 
design skills in order to complete an investigation of 
their own on the topic of “parachute design”. Students 
are now beginning to explore the simplest piece of 
themselves (cells) to determine how things interact 
within themselves. 
 

Math: 8th grade math is moving right along and 
mastering the skill of putting numbers into standard 
form and scientific notation. While working in their 
blended learning stations, students are working 
together, with a teacher, independently, and on their 
Chromebooks to learn skills with positive and negative 
integers. Coming up, we will be diving into proportions 
and slope, so look for that in the coming weeks!! 
(Note: most work is done in class, so if students 
are working hard and on-task, they will not bring 
home homework!)  
 
Algebra B:             
Students will soon begin studying the unit entitled 
“Exponential Relationships”.  Students will simplify 
expressions with exponents and radicals and graph 
and solve exponential functions.   
 
Algebra I: 
Students will soon begin studying the unit entitled 
“Understanding Functions”. Students will graph and 
model function relationships.      
 
Individuals & Society: We are completing our 
Explorers Unit where students learned about the 
conquistadors and the positive and negative effects of 
exploration.  This month we will be jumping into the 13 
Colonies, where students will learn about the 
difficulties and challenges of starting a new nation.       
 

Reminder Student-led Parent Teacher Conferences 

are November 3th-4th. This is a great opportunity for 

your child to share their work and learning 

experiences with you. You may email Mrs. Dozier for 

a scheduled time. bobbie.fruthdozier@rusd.org 

PTSA 
 
Hello McKinley Families.. We are still looking for a PTSA Board. If you are able and willing please 
consider helping out. Also, we are now on Facebook. Please find and “Like” McKinley Middle School 
PTSA to get all of the updates. If you have any questions or would like to volunteer please email me at 
vanessa.hetchler@rusd.org 

mailto:bobbie.fruthdozier@rusd.org
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McKinley Middle School 

2340 Mohr Ave 

Racine, WI  53405 

Main office (262) 664-6150 

Attendance (262) 664-6155 

Fax (262) 664-6196 

http://www.rusd.org/mckinley 

 

 

McKinley is now on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/McKinley-Middle-School-1729768473924040/ 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Excellent attendance is essential to school success.  Students are expected, when healthy to attend all 
scheduled classes and activities on time except as excused by the school.  When students are ill, 
parents/guardians need to report their child’s absence by calling 664-6155.  If phoning in when 
voicemail is on, please leave the following information: 
 

 The student’s name and grade 

 The reason for the absence 

 The probable duration of the absence 

 The identity of the person calling      

If your child has been absent 10+ days this semester/year due to Illness or other reasons, these 

absences are considered excessive and we will need a medical statement from your child's physician 

to excuse her/him for the remainder of this school term.  All remaining absences, which are not 

accompanied by a doctor's excuse, will be treated as truancies as per our Disctrict Policy.  

 
EARLY DISMISSAL OR LATE ARRIVALS 

 
It is requested that dental and medical appointments be scheduled outside of the normal school day as 
much as possible.  In the event a student must leave before the school day ends, or arriving at school 
late, the parent must come to the office and sign the child in or out. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/McKinley-Middle-School-1729768473924040/

