
            Gifford News and Views 
For middle school kids, by middle school kids 

 (Grades 5-8) 
 

How to read this newspaper 
By the editor, Ms. Wutt 

 
Whenever you look at any newspaper, including this one,  
the first thing you might do is skim through each page.   

As you scan the paper, ask yourself,   
Do I want to read this?   

And if you do, well then, go ahead and read it!   
Then, as you’re reading, ask yourself some key questions. 

 Is this article written fairly?  
 Is it written objectively?   
Do I agree, or disagree?   
Then finally ask yourself,  
“What do I think?” 

Then you might choose to write a letter to the editor  
and offer your own suggestions.  

 If so, we welcome them! 
Just make sure you leave your name so that we can make note of it, 

 if we choose to publish what you have to say. 
Hopefully, our newspaper will have brought some new ideas your way. 

After all, that is why it is called, “The News.” 
Happy Reading! 

 
 
 

 



The Real G-Squad in Action 

     By: Kaelyn Ketchum 

This year Gifford, Gilmore, and The Real School have come together to create a chamber 
orchestra group.   It is known as The Unified Orchestra, or as the participants call it, “The Real G-Squad.” 
All of this was put together by Christopher Adamisin and Angela Janota.  The group recently went all the 
way down to the “Big Easy” or New Orleans, Louisiana. They competed in The 2017  Heritage Festival 
taking home the gold for The Chamber Orchestra category.   The three other groups that went with them 
(Jazz Band, Madrigal choir, and Swing Choir) also took gold, sweeping the competition.  The two choirs 
and Jazz Band took home overall best. Swing Choir also was invited to perform at Carnegie Hall in New 
York.  One of Gifford’s very own, Gabriella Martinez, received the Maestros Award for her outstanding 
solo. This award was only given to four students in the whole competition.  I interviewed her on what her 
favorite part about the group was. She said,  “It is like being in a big community. We are all family.” I also 
asked her about the importance of music to her and her family.  She responded by saying, “Music is my 
world.  I love it because it’s fun, it gives me something to do, and challenges my mind.”  

On another “note,” (pun intended) you can see The Real G-Squad in action on May 23rd at 
Gilmore Middle School for their Spring concert. They will be the featured group of the night. The concert 
will begin at 7:00 pm.  Be sure to come to support our Gifford students along with the Gilmore students, 
as well!   

 
 

About Camp Timber Lee 
By: Allison Schkirkie, Mia Carter, Kylee Coca, Natalie Boeck, and Sierra Heusdsens  

 
We interviewed Mrs. Beard’s class about camp Timber Lee and these are the results. To the first 

question we asked, “Did you have fun?,” all of them answered a resounding, “YES!”  Next we asked them 
about their favorite activity.  Sixteen campers out of twenty-four liked ziplining, and eight enjoyed 
horseback riding.  Then we asked them if they thought the food was good.  Fifteen out of twenty four 
thought the food was good, seven thought the food was okay, and only two thought the food was bad. 
After that, we asked the kids how late they stayed up. Four  out of 24 stayed up until 11:00, seven campers 
stayed up until midnight,  four stayed up until 1:00, and nine night owls stayed up until 2:00.  Mrs. 
Beard’s class said, “Camp Timber Lee was the best experience, and we wish we could go there every 
year.”  All the kids said they had a great time at camp and they would never forget it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



No Shortage of Sportage 

Sports Interview 

by Elise Weisner, Emma Krenzke & Jordyn Richter 
   We interviewed Brie Luchen - Ledvina 

 Because we think she is one awesome runner. 
 

What's your favorite sport? 
Answer: My favorite sport would have to be track & cross country. 

 
When you run cross country, how are you able to keep the right pace?  

Answer: Well I just pick two different paces during my warm-up.  During the running event,  I go back and 
forth between those paces. 

 
Do you train a lot for these sports? 

Answer: I ride my bike a lot, so that helps strengthen my legs. 
 

How do you feel when you're running? 
Answer: I feel rushed because people are right on my neck. I also feel pretty tired afterwards, because I 

just ran my heart out! 
 

Do you have any tips for anyone?  
Answer: Not really. Just always try your best! 

 
What do you like best about running? 

Answer: I love to hang out with my friends.  I also like that good feeling when I just know I did good in a 
race.   I also love how I can have a blast while exercising at the same time! 

 
How did you become interested in running? 

Answer: While I was in soccer, I just loved running down the fields. So I decided to join track. 
 

What motivates you to  keep going in your long races? 
Answer: Just to know that if I do my best, I can beat my personal record. It doesn't matter what place I 

get, as long as I tried my best. 
 
 

Gifford Sports 
By: Lexi pettit, Josie Harris, and Sarah Koker 

 
Sports are awesome! They are a great way to get energy out. Gifford has a lot of sports that 
students can play. These sports include: basketball, volleyball, cross country, flag football, and 
track. Gifford’s basketball, volleyball, and cross country have already passed. Right now track 
and flag football are going on. 
 



The first track meet of the season was on May 1st, but unfortunately it was cancelled 
due to bad weather. The second meet was on May 4th. The third meet was on May 11th. The 
fourth meet is on May 18th at Case high school. Finally, the 5th meet is on May 23rd ta Case 
high school.  

 
Everyone did a fantastic job at the May 4th track meet. The Gifford girls won the 

meet! Unfortunately the boys didn’t win but they did really well. We would like to 
congratulate all of the first place winners from Gifford by listing their names in the order 
of events. They are: Taelyn B from 75 6/7 girls, Bree J from 100 6/7 girls, Olyvia M from 
400 girls open, Lexi P from 400 6/7 girls heat 1, Bree J from 400 6/7 girls heat 2, 
Gregory C from 400 6/7 boys heat 1, Carter M from 400 6/7 boys heat 2, Nick L from 800 
6/7 boys, Alexis R from 200 girls, Brie L-L, Amelia W, Jorja M, and Alanna M from mile 
relay girls,and  Olyvia M, Taelyn B, Paige G, and Heather S from 400 relay girls. Gifford 
did great!  

 
 

On the Fast Track 
By: Adley Kling, Keegan Szymczak, and Tyler Olson 

 
Nolan Boerner and Payton Conley both had a very impressive track performances on Thursday May 11th. 
Nolan Boerner took 1st place in the full mile against Mckinley’s and Jerstad’s 6th and 7th grade runners. 
When Payton was running against 6th and 7th graders for the 75 meter race, she barely outran a second 
place runner, who was also running for Gifford.  Third place was about three seconds behind first and 
second place.  

 

I’m Just Sayin….. 

Why We Need Fidget Spinners 
By Akilies Creech 

 
Many teachers think that Fidget spinners are bad for us.  I'm here to stop that thought,  and I think I will 
succeed.  
 
 I think fidget spinners are helpful to kids or even adults. They can keep you focused and from getting 
bored in class when you watch them spin over and over again.  
 
There are reasons why fidget spinners are not helpful to kids.  They might be in the way of your learning if 
you just sit there in class, stare at your spinner,  and don’t pay attention to your teacher.  The noise they 
make can sometimes distract people.  
 
When used to help you focus, I think they are good to have.  Still, the teachers and the principals should 
have the final say because they know what is best for the kids in their classrooms. 
 



Under the Spotlight 
 

Spotlight on Ms. Leavitt 
             By: Skylar Hoornstra & Deanna Ekstrand 

 
Hey do you know what Ms.Leavitt does? She is an amazing, beautiful, talented, smart, funny, open 
minded, & trustworthy woman.  She is our school counselor and CAN help you. What is a school 
counselor, you might ask?  Well, a school counselor is a person with whom you can talk to help with your 
personal and mixed feelings. She has helped us so much. Her most famous quote is, “It will be ok”.  We 
love it when she says that because it actually makes us feel better.  Here are some interesting facts about 
her.  She loves helping make kids feel better, but she helps teachers, too. She loves talking to kids while 
she walks with them to help them cool down, and she loves just hanging out with kids. This is why if you 
have a problem, go see Ms.Leavitt, the most awesome counselor we know. 
 

 
Spotlight On Ryan: Our Fearless and Friendly Hall Monitor 

Article By: Kristen Phillips 
 
Many people think of him as a phone thief, because he steals phones when you are on them in class. His 
other job is to keep our hallways safe! He is a huge part of Gifford K-8 school because if we didn’t have 
hall monitors, these hallways would be a wreck.  There would be garbage all over, kids just roaming, etc. 
So next time you see Ryan, be sure to thank him for all of his hard work, and hide your phone!  
 

Spotlight On: Ms. Wutt 
By: Blake Fletcher, Grace Betker, Steven Dobrowolski, Carlos Cervantes, Jenna Saidler, and Ethan 

Eickner. 
 
Ms.Wutt is our amazing English teacher! Ms. Wutt knows how to make everything fun! She also 

writes amazing poems. Some of her famous quotes are, “Don’t hurt Beauford” (Our stuffed “pet” dog), and 
“Go ahead and just Google it”.  

 
M-Means so much to us  
S-Super Teacher powers 

 
W-Wonderful in all ways 

U-Understands Kids, amazingly 
T-The Best Teacher Around 

T-Terrific with students 
 

You Guys Will Love Ms. Wutt. Her teaching style is amazing, and her class is so much fun. She is a 
loveable person and will help you out so much!  

 
 



How To Wow You 
 

How To Survive 6th Grade… 
By Emma Krenzke and Bianna Bigelow 

 
We’ve all been there. Spending our whole summer worrying about…..  
                                                  Middle school.  
 
Yeah, you may think you just can’t do this, but seriously, you just can’t fake a 
sickness for a whole year!  
 
So….take a deep breath, and keep telling yourself that, Sixth grade actually 
isn't that dreadful!   
 
You get nice furniture, walk to class on your own, have more freedom, new 
friends in every class, more lunch options, fun field trips. Plantarium visits, 
cooking and woodworking classes,, new languages, art, changing for gym, and 
you get your own textbooks. 
 

Just be brave and follow these Tips for a great middle school experience 
 
1. FInish work in your class time without distractions, and then you will rarely 
ever have any homework. 
 
2. CHange for gym class to avoid being sweaty and smelly in those remaining 
classes after your gym period.  
 
3. Turn in your work in on time, so then your grade does not lower.  You will get 
a lot of reports sent home throughout the year, to help you improve your 
grades. 
 
4. You have 3 minutes to get to your next class, or you get marked tardy. So use 
your time wisely when in the hallway. 
 

If you follow these tips during your core classes, you should be just fine: 
 
1. Homeroom- You have to be in your homeroom, by the first bell. Your teacher 
will give you homework, or relaxing time, until about 9:00. 
 
2. SOcial studies- For social studies, you stay in your classroom with the your 
homeroom teacher.   Each class in 50 minutes, to an hour, so you will only  be in 
there for that amount of time. 
 
3. Math- You will have math either 2nd , 3rd , or 4th period.  You will have your 
own math textbook, and it’s your responsibility to take care of it. 
 
4. English- Once again you will have english either 2nd , 3rd, or 4th period. Make 
sure to always have a writing utensil. 
 
5. Science- You will have science 2nd, 3rd, or 4th period. Throughout the year you 
get different textbooks, so take care of those too!  

 
 



How To Make Slimy Slime 
By Abby (Cat) Geyer 

Supplies Needed 

● 1/2 TBSP of Baking Soda 
● 1 TBSP of Contact lens solution 
● 4 fl oz Elmer’s White school glue 
● Your choice of food coloring 

Tip: 
This is an all-time favorite recipe, but adult supervision is 
recommended. Children should not eat or drink any of the materials. 

instructions: 

1. Find a container to mix your slime in. 
2. Pour out the entire bottle of a 4 oz of Elmer’s school glue into the container. 
3. Add ½ tbsp of baking soda and mix. 
4. After mixing, add your choice of food coloring until you get the color you 

want. 
5. Mix and/or add more food coloring until you get the color you want. 
6. Add 1 tbsp of Contact lens solution. 
7. Mix until the mixture begins to get harder mix and slime begins to form!Take 

the slime out and begin kneading with both of your hands. 
8. If needed, add ¼ tbsp contact lens solution to make the slime less sticky. 
9. *Adult supervision is required; This project is not appropriate for children 

under the age of 3 years 
10. Warning: “If large quantities of contact lens solution are accidentally 

ingested (greater than a tablespoon), get medical attention immediately.” 

 
   
 
 
 
 

 
 

How To...... Make Fluffy Slime 



By:Refoncia McGowan, Viviana Anchondo, Maliyah Haines & 
Amanda Fields 
 

 
Materials: 
Elmer’s glue 
Eye-contact solution 
Baking soda 
Cornstarch 
Foaming soap 
Shaving cream 
Lotion 
Food coloring 
Bowl 
Mixing tool 
Container w/ lid 
 
Step 1: Take your bowl and glue and pour as much glue into                         
the bowl as you want slime. 

 
Step: 2: Take your shaving cream , foaming soap, and lotion                     
and put all ingredients into a measuring cup that is exactly                     
one cup. Mix the mix together with the glue in the bowl with                         
your mixing tool 
 
Step 3: Now is the time to put your food coloring in your                         
slime to make it colorful. Mix well. 
 
Step 4: Squirt about a quarter of the eye-contact solution                   
into your bowl with all your materials and mix until the                     
slime starts to form. If it’s still sticky add some baking                     
soda and eye-contact solution together and mix with your                 
slime. 
 
Step 5: Once your slime is formed enough that you can                     
knead it then you have successfully made fluffy slime 
 
Hope you enjoyed our tutorial!!!! 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIY TIME 
By: Sydney Moeller, Sarah Koker, Isabella Vasquez, 

Helena Befus, Hailey Rolain, and Elisabeth 
Tremelling 

DIY’s for Summer        How to rock your summer  

#1   Water Balloon Flip-Flops 
#2  DIY Popsicles 
#3  Tropical Lemonade  
#4  How to Stay Active: DIY Slip and Slide 
#5  How to Make a Garden 
#6 Summer Room Decor 
=================================== 
Anyone can make these fun summer DIY’s with adult 
supervision 
We recommend that you make these at your house 
or your friend’s house 
Enjoy these DIY’s to stay busy during the summer

 
#1 Water Balloon Flip-Flops 
        Supplies 

 
◦Multi-Colored Water Balloons 
◦Cheap Flip-Flops 
 
       How to Make It 

 
1-Open the Water Balloons 

2-Mix the Colors Up 
3-Tie Water Balloons on the Strap of the Flip-Flop 
4-Continue until both Flip-Flop Straps are Full 
5-Enjoy your new Flip-Flops 
 
#2 DIY Popsicles Supplies 

 
◦Popsicle molds  
◦Fruit juice  
       How to make it 

 
1. Get all your materials out and ready 
2. Put your fruit juice in the molds 
3. Put in the freezer for 3 to 4 hours  
4. Serve and eat!! 

 
#3 DIY Tropical Lemonade 
              Supplies 

 
◦8 cups of just regular lemonade 
◦2 cups of pineapple juice 
◦1 cup of pineapple chunks  
◦1 cup of mango chunks 
◦a little bit of lime 
 
       How to make it 

 
1. Mix all together 
2. Serve and enjoy! 

 
#4 Summer slip and slide 

1. Get a large tarp 
2. Get bucket, soap, water 
3. Fill the bucket with soap while you put the 

water in 
4. Lay the tarp outside, flat, make sure the 

tarp is spread out all the way 
5. Put the mixture of soap and water all over 

the tarp 
6. Have someone slip across the tarp on their 

stomach 
7. HAVE FUN 



 
#6 Summer Room Decor 

 
Supplies:  
Styrofoam ring  
Umbrella drink toppers 
 

How to make it:  

  
#1 take the styrofoam ring and stick all the umbrella  
   drink toppers , hang it up and you're done.  

 
 

Gifford News - Current/Upcoming Events 
Friday, May 12th, 2017 

By: Anna Bayer and Amelia Wiesner 
 
 On Monday, May 8th, Gifford’s 5th grade students left for their annual trip to 
Camp Timber-Lee.  This 3 day trip is a very fun and exciting opportunity for these 
young students.  They get to participate in many activities, including ziplining, rock 
climbing, and horseback riding..  These students returned to school on Wednesday, 
May 10th at 2:00p.m. I bet these students have many amazing stories to tell about 
their trip. 

  
The Middle school track meet was held this Thursday at Horlick high school. 6-8 

grades from various schools will be participating.  They left on a bus right after school to go to there meet.  These gators 
put their skills to the test and raced people from This will hopefully create a greater bond between both of them.  Also 
this will create something to talk about and share with friends and family.. 
 
 
This Week’s Lunch Menu! 
Monday, May 15th Lunch- Brunch for Lunch: French Toast Sticks, Sausage Patties, and Baked Hash Browns or a Crispy 
Chicken Sandwich  
Tuesday May 16th lunch-  Tony’s Individual Pizza Potato Puffs or a Cheeseburger 
Wednesday May 17th lunch- Spaghetti & Meat Sauce Garlic Toast Pacific Grande Blend or Hot Ham and Cheese on a 
Pretzel Bun 
Thursday May 18th lunch- Chicken Fingers Ranch Dipping Sauce Dinner Roll Steamed Cauliflower or a Spicy Chicken 
Sandwich 
Friday May 19th Lunch- Crispy Chicken Sandwich or a Cheeseburger 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Fiction Focus 
The Science Project 

By:Helena Pudzisz  

 
       She was late!  Thought Charlotte as she woke up and peered over the pillow at her 
clock. Charlotte hopped out of bed and then snatched the pre-made outfit laying on her dresser 
that she had put together from the night before.  She changed quickly in the bathroom deciding 
if she should skip her daily regimen.  At last, her decision was to only brush her hair and 
teeth, splash her face with water, and take an easy on-the-go breakfast.  Once she finished in 
the bathroom, she carefully and hastily slipped down the slippery staircase.  Before she 
bolted out the door, she picked up a leftover cheese pizza slice from the night before, her 
backpack, and the science project she spent hours and restless nights on making it perfect. 
       She spent so much time on it, because her entire grade depended on it.  So far she was 
barely passing science class. If she got an A on this project her final grade could be a B! 
Her mother would be so proud to see her grade for science be higher than a D.  
       As she walked to her car she avoided slipping on the ice that the winter left for her. 
Charlotte sat in the icy cold car and gently placed her project on the passenger seat. The 
clock caught her eye as she turned on the Honda and retreated off the driveway. Then she sped 
to her high school glancing both ways to reassure herself that she would not get caught going 
a bit above the speed limit. 
       Finally, thoughts of relief claimed her mind as she saw her high school from the corner 
of her eye.  She parked her car in the first row on the parking lot.   She exited the car 
nearly face-planting the snow laying before her by tugging her scarf from a closed door. 
After that warning to take it slower, she paced to the other side of her car to retrieve her 
project. She swung open the only door that stood between her and her magnificent science 
project. 
       The feeling of the project replaced the feeling of worry that her project was damaged 
during the rough ride, with happiness that it looked the same as it did before the ride.  Then 
Charlotte dashed for the door of the high school while straightening her outfit and patting 
the snow off her jacket before it could make damp patches on her blouse.  She thought, nothing 
can stop me now, while opening the first and second door and staring at the marvel before her 
eyes.  
       Then she noticed that she had dropped the essay that went with her project.   Not 
looking, she ran into the wall next to the door and crumbled the one chance to impress her 
mother on her report card.  Charlotte stepped back examining what once was a beautiful science 
project that is now a painted pile of paper and styrofoam.  Tears flooded her eyes and came in 
waterfalls down her cheeks.  She knelt there wailing at the sight of her destroyed project. 
       Zayn was wandering through the halls before 1st period started and he had to retreat to 
class.  His eyes spotted a girl sobbing in the corner and was probably cold from breezes that 
got inside.  He rushed to her side and questioned, “ Why are you crying?”.  Charlotte pointed 
to the mess before her; Zayn offered his hand and helped her up. “Oh, that was your science 
project wasn’t it?” he concluded. She made a slight nod and dropped her hands from her face. 
“Hey aren’t you in my science class? Mrs.Becker’s class, 1st period? It’s Charlotte right?” 
he questioned.  



       A few more nods,then Charlotte responded, “ I believe your name is Zayn?” she wondered, 
the tears on her face slowly drying.  
       “Correct, I see that this is something very important to you.  How about we share my 
project, I am really good friends with Mrs.Becker, and I think she will be fine with it.  My 
project is on neutrons I will tell you some things about it while we walk to class.” 

“That’s surprising.” 
“Why?” 
“Because so was mine, I bet I know even more than you.” 
“Oh yeah?” 
“Such as did you know that some neutron stars can grow older than 10,000,000,000 years 

old?” 
“Actually, no I didn’t, but now I do. Come on let’s head to class we have a project to 

present.” 
       Charlotte and Zayn ran down the hallway to their class to give the best presentation 
ever and later to become best friends. 
  

 Please Pass the Poetry 
Two Poems  

by Kylan Listrom 
 
 

Games 
 

Play, play, play, gotta play them all every day. 

Wasted, wasted, wasted March, April, May. 

Click Click Clickity Click is the only sound you hear all day long. 

Where where where do I go? 

Everywhere Everywhere Everywhere i go there is a foe. 

I mine online in minecraft all the time time time and I hate lime lime limes. 

The class 
 

Roses are red, violets are blue, lemons are sour just like the hour.  

But, when the hour is not sour it is as sweet, as it is neat.  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Gotta Have It! 

 
Fidget Spinners are the Biggest trend 

We love them and you should love them, too!   
They are fun and Interesting, and help reduce stress. 

 You can buy your fidget spinner at Walmart, Walgreens, Five Below, 7-11, Amazon, 
Festival Foods, and just about anywhere!   

       
   

                                       DO YOU WANT to CREATE COOL programs 
Just by following VERY SIMPLE INSTRUCTIONS? 

Then you might want to read this book… 
 



 
 

                                                                     PYTHON FOR KIDS 
This book will help you make programs and understand the python code.  

NOW Only $34.95 at Barnes & Noble. 
Get it before it’s gone!  

Funny Bone   

 
 

 



by Colton Brouwers 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
continued on next page 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

By Aiden Bridges 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


