
 

 

 

 

RUSD Montessori 2018-2019 Program Expansion 

Lower Elementary Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Where will the program be housed? 

The RUSD Montessori Program will expand into Goodland Elementary School.  It will grow by 

one grade level each year.  The Program will grow into an elementary school and should reach 

its completion by the 2023-2024 school year, servicing students through 5th grade. 

 
What are the ages of students in the Lower Elementary Program? 

Students will be ages six through nine.  The program will begin with its first group of six-year-

olds during the 2018-2019 school year and a grade level will be added each year until the 

classrooms are filled with a three-year, mixed age grouping.    

 

Who can enroll into the Lower Elementary Program? 

For the 2018-2019 school year, currently enrolled RUSD Montessori program students will be 

rolled over into the Lower Elementary program if they are 6 by or before September 1st, 2018.  

New students may apply to the program if they have had one or more prior years of Montessori 

experience.   

 
How many staff and students will be in the Lower Elementary Program? 

For the first year, there will be two Lower Elementary Classrooms.  Each classroom will be 

staffed by a trained Montessori Teacher.  During the 2018-2019 school year, there will be 

approximately 20 six-year-olds in each classroom.  During the 2019-2020 school year, two 



additional Lower Elementary Montessori trained teachers will be hired and the students will be 

divided amongst four classrooms with 10 six-year-olds and 10 seven-year-olds in each 

classroom.  By the 2020-2021 school year, the full three-year age group will be enrolled in each 

classroom with a total of 10 six-year-olds, 10 seven-year-olds and 10 eight-year-olds.  The 

classrooms may receive the support of an Educational Assistant during all or part of the school 

day, to be determined by enrollment.  

 
What materials do the children use and what is the curriculum?   

The Lower Elementary Classroom is designed to meet the needs of the imaginative, social, creative 

and independent child.  Many of the beautiful and inviting Montessori materials from the Primary 

classroom are also found in the Lower Elementary classroom where the students will use them in 

new ways making new discoveries in language, math, and science.    

 

The starting point for all courses of study in Lower Elementary are the “Great Lessons”.  The Great 

Lessons are scientific stories presented every year that give the students the “big picture” of 

cosmology, astronomy, earth science, geography, chemistry, physics, biology, history, anthropology, 

cultural and social studies, language, math, music, and art.  Additional lessons offer the children 

keys for exploring these areas of human knowledge in more detail. 

 

Montessori elementary students will cover many subjects broadly and deeply.  Students often 

develop an expertise in a subject that is especially interesting to them. They will be able to intensely 

focus on their self-chosen work, with minimal interruption. Students also collaborate with the teacher 

to ensure that the basic skills and lessons are mastered.  Over the three year span in Lower 

Elementary, students will develop proficiency in all academic standards as outlined by the State of 

Wisconsin for their age level.    

 


