
A Raeinian to Know 

Dr. Eric Gallien, incoming superintendent for 
Racine Unified School District 

Please introduce yourself: 

Hello. I'm Dr. Eric Gallien. I 
am the incoming superinten
dent for Racine Unified School 
District. 

Where are you from 

originally? 

I was born and raised in Mil
waukee. I spent most of my 
life there with the exception of 
my time in the military. I've 
lived in Racine for the past five 
years. 

How did your life's journey 

bring you to Racine? 

I have been in education for 
21 years. Most of this time 
has been spent in Milwaukee 
schools. As I grew in various 
leadership positions there, 
some of my mentors and 

colleagues 
encouraged 
me to consid
er a position 
in RUSD. 
As I learned 
more about 
the district, 
the superin
tendent (Dr. 
Lolli Haws) 
and the Racine 
community, I 
was encour
aged, excited 
and really believed I would be 
able to contribute to moving 
the district forward. 

What do you like best 

about Racine? 

The community collaboration 
here is incredible. As soon as 
I got here, I could see that the 
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many partnerships and organi
zations willing to support our 
public schools. The people in 
the Racine community have 
been open and welcoming 
to me. I have really enjoyed 
building some great relation
ships and look forward to 
building many more. 

Please give some 

examples of how your 

work has made a positive 

impact on the community. 

Over the past five years, I 
believe there are three major 
areas of work that are positive
ly impacting our students and 
families here in Racine. 

When I came to RUSD in 2013, 
my first area of focus was high 
schools. Together with RUSD 
staff and many community 

partners we embarked on that 
work. In 2016, we officially 
launched the Academies of 
Racine at Case, Horlick and 
Park high schools. The Acad
emies provide opportunities 
for our high school students 
to explore careers, get hands
on experiences and follow a 
pathway that prepares them for 
success after high school. The 
impact the Academies has and 
will have on our community is 
significant. 
Last year we launched the 
Community Policing Model in 
our schools. This is a partnership 
between our local law enforce
ment and the District. It provides 
officers in our schools who are 
not just there to keep our schools 
safe, but to build relationships 
with students and staff that lead 
to positive school climates. 
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