
May, 2015       
 

Cheri Kulland, Directing Principal 
 
 

We have had an exciting and productive 2014-2015 school year and it is hard to believe this is the 
last newsletter being sent out.  The months of May and June hold a number of special activities for 
our students. 
 
The annual McKinley Student Academic Honors Night is scheduled for Tuesday, June 2nd, at 6:30 
p.m., in the gym.  Also, the McKinley 5K Run/Walk has been scheduled for Friday, May 15th.     All 
students will leave McKinley at approximately 9:00 a.m. and will return no later than 11:00 a.m.   
 
Many of our 8th grade students will be attending the 8th grade day away activities, on June 9th, at 
the Rex Plex, in Kenosha.  Information regarding this date will be sent home within the next two 
weeks.  The cost of the event is $35.00. 
 
The McKinley Middle School 8th grade Crossing the Bridge ceremony will be held on Thursday, 
June 11th, at 9:00 a.m. in the gym.  Our last day of school with all students will be on June 11th.   
 
We greatly appreciate your continued support of your child during these last weeks of school.  As 
parents, you set the tone regarding the importance of school and you model the behavior which 
your child will emulate.  Help your child to finish strong by encouraging attention to their school 
work and making sure they get enough sleep and nutrition to be able to give their best effort each 
remaining day of the school year. 
 
As a staff we have grown from our experiences with your children and we are confident that they 
have become more academically capable and have strengthened their character from their 
experiences with us! 
 
 
 
Cheri Kulland 
Directing Principal 
McKinley Middle School  



 

SCIENCE:SWBAT! Students will be able to identify and apply the 5 steps of the Scientific 
Method. 
Gobstoppers, gummy bears and pennies, OH MY! In Science, students just finished studying 
the five steps of the scientific method. They learned about the steps through many different 
hands-on labs and demonstrations. Students focused on how to follow, develop, and write a 
fair experiment. They worked on writing hypotheses, identifying the independent and 
dependent variable and constants, writing a step-by-step procedure, collecting data, and 
writing a conclusion.  For our IB assessment, students completed a lab completely by 
themselves. We just started our sound and light unit. I can’t wait to see students SHINE! 
 

INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES: SWBAT! Students will be able to write an argumentative 
essay deciding whether Panama or USA should own the canal. 
 

In I&S, we just finished our unit on Central America. Students focused on one country in 
particular: Panama. After researching more about the history of the canal, students debated if 
USA or Panama should have ownership.  They researched the implications and benefits of 
ownership. After the debate, students wrote an argumentative essay that included their 
reasoning.  We just started the fifty nifty United States (We know you remember that song!) 
and are excited to see their creativity when it comes to our unit assessment.   
 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

Reader’s Workshop 

SWBAT! Students will be able to apply their knowledge of character types, characterization 
methods, and character development as they read. 
 

During our Notable Characters unit, students will put their knowledge of characterization to use 
in analysis of published literature and in their own writing.  The students are learning that just 
as human beings are drawn to other human beings, the characters in a work of fiction are no 
exception.  We can all learn a little more about ourselves when we look into what makes the 
characters in the novels and short stories tick.  We can benefit ourselves and our communities 
when we work to understand ourselves and others through literature.           
 
Writer’s Workshop 

SWBAT! Students will be able to apply their knowledge of biographies, autobiographies and 
memoirs through reading and writing. 
 

Our study of characterization in Reader’s Workshop is definitely coming into play in Writer’s 
Workshop!  As we analyze the elements biographies, autobiographies and, memoirs, we will 
be meeting all types of people throughout history. The students will be reading and writing 
about these interesting folks from a variety of perspectives. Not only will they have the 
opportunity to investigate, read about, and write about real people, but they will be applying 
what they know to fictional characters, too. They will also be spending some time getting to 
know themselves a little better through writing, as well.   
 

 

 



 

 

MATH AND PRE-ALGEBRA 
 

Greetings! I’m Miss Zdero, I have taken over for Mrs. Lipka on her maternity leave! I have been 
a sub for the past two years in Racine. Prior to that, I had attended Alverno College where I 
received my BA in Broadfield Social Studies/History and Secondary Education Licensure. I 
have enjoyed working with the amazing students in Roosevelt House!  
 

Math with Zdero and Webb 

SWBAT! Students will be able to apply the Order of Operations in solving various levels of 
equations.  
 

The Order of Operations is something everyone has learned at some point in their 
education.  The students have been working beautifully on solving problems which includes: 
numerical expressions, variables (remember solving for “x”?), solving equations using mental 
math, solving and graphing inequalities and using integers on a number line, coordinate plans 
and putting in them in numerical order.  We are almost done with this unit which we will then 
move on to Geometry.  
 

Pre-Algebra 

SWBAT: Students will be able to identify and solve, angles, perimeter, and area for Polygons.  
 

Jumping Geometry Batman! The students are seeing shapes in their sleep, homes, school and 
classroom! They are everywhere and they won’t go away! The students have thus far been 
able to identify the shapes from quadrilaterals to triangles to hexagons, octagons, and 
decagons. We have also been working on area and perimeter with squares and 
rectangles.  Next we will be going into the Area of Trapezoids and Triangles.  The students 
have a lot of work cut out for them but I know they can do it!  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:  
 

MAP TESTING WILL BE 5/11-12 FOR MATH!   
 

MONDAY, MAY 18th & TUESDAY MAY 19th- MAP TESTING for READING! Please 
encourage your student to get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy breakfast and 
lunch!  Students will be testing during their regular Language & Literature periods. 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 15th is McKinley’s Annual 5k! Students need to wear tennis shoes and 
clothes they don’t mind getting a little sweaty in! 
 

FRIDAY, MAY 29th is our next field trip to Caledonia Conservancy. We will be 
volunteering our time to pick garlic mustard, an invasive species. After we will head to 
McDonald’s for a well deserved lunch. Field trip slips will be handed out shortly. 
 

 



Spring in Aaron House…”Play Ball” 
Just as spring reminds us that training camp is over and signals the return of performance on 
the field for baseball enthusiasts around the country, April and May require Aaron House 
students to demonstrate the skills they’ve acquired during the first three quarters on several 
measures of academic progress. The first was a new annual test that has replaced the WKCE. 
Students became familiar with the new chrome book technology and the tools used on the test 
to prepare for the change in testing format.  The end of April found our 6th graders 
demonstrating language and math skills on a series of tests taken via computer during these 
Badger Exams.  The second test that will be taken during the first 2 weeks of May is the 3rd in 
the series of MAP testing for the year. 
Students have been faced with several challenges of flexibility as their schedules have been 
altered due to varied testing groups and the multiple substitute teachers in the building as staff 
has been absent due to: births, deaths, and extended illnesses in their own families. During all 
of the unfamiliar situations, students have been cooperative and have adapted well. 
Although there are less than 30 school days left in the year, encourage your students to finish 
the year strong and come each day with the supplies and a positive attitude necessary for 
progress. 

 
 
 

Mandela House 
 
Happy Spring, Parents,  

As you are outside enjoying the tulips and daffodils on your way to work, our 
students are gearing up for another round of MAP tests, which are the most important 
because they will show students’ growth and achievement throughout the whole year.  So, 
in Language and Literature classes, we are scouring the books we have chosen to read for 
examples of types of characters and how they affect the stories and each other, which is 
not always easy to discover!  In Math, we are brushing up on our fraction skills while 
creating how-to books that will show how to add, subtract, multiply and divide them.  
Individuals and Societies classes are moving onto the United States, where we will finally 
compare what we’ve learned about other countries’ economies, geography, landforms, 
movement, and environment to our own.   For a bit of fun, our science curriculum will be 
enhanced by our next field trip.  Students are looking forward to visiting Discovery World 
on May 12.  Here, we will be learning about “Nature’s Strongest Shapes” by participating in 
hands-on activities and labs.  In addition to the field trip, science students are beginning to 
learn about sound and light, and are finishing the diversity of life unit.  

Please support your students academically and socially to help them finish the 
2014-2015 school year in a way that will make all of us proud!   
        Sincerely,  
        Mandela House Teachers 
 
 



 

 
Make the Next Five Weeks Count!  
Believe it or not, we have just about 5 weeks of school left this 2014-15 school year. A lot can be 
accomplished in five weeks!  This is the time of year to assess current learning goals and make 
final changes to achieve those goals!  
Students...BE RESPONSIBLE! PARTICIPATE! PUT FORTH YOUR BEST EFFORT!  
 

Around the World in 80 Minutes  
7th Grade Parent Night 

Thursday, May 28th, 2015 
6:30-8:00 pm  

Free for the Family! 
Come see your child’s hard work! 

 
Language & Literature 
Final day of 7th grade Badger Exam and we will be moving right into our final MAP Reading test 
next week (insert a rollercoaster applause here). We have been working hard on our Parent Night 
Projects as well.   
 

L&L will finish the year strong by working on a Sports themed unit.  During 3rd quarter we 
experimented with Reader’s Workshop and we are planning to incorporate this skill again in our 
final unit. Students will need to find a sports themed novel that is within their reading lexile range to 
have on hand, daily, for the remainder of the school year. We will incorporate non-fiction readings 
to fit their themes as well as expository writings, interviewing/speaking/listening skills AND 
technology (teach the teacher opportunities are available for my tech savvy 7th graders...insert 
fireworks acknowledgement here). 
 
Math 
The 7th grade students have been figuring out unit rates on items. If you want to know what the 
best deal in town is, ask your 7th grader to help you figure it out. They have also learned a little 
about miniature golf. Now that the weather is turning almost spring-like, a nice outing would be to 
your local mini putt putt course so they can put their new-found knowledge to the test. 
 
Humanities  
 

Student are exploring the continent of Asia. We have learned about the Mongolian Empire, 
Samurai in Japan, the One Child Policy in China and the Differences between North and South 
Korea. This week and next week we will be moving into India and Southeast Asia covering topics 
such as India’s independence movement and the Vietnam War. We have some great lessons left 
before summer starts so make sure you ask your students about it! 
 
Science 
We are working in Forces and Energy!  There are a lot of hands-on activities exploring motion, 
Newton’s 3 Laws, and Rube Goldberg.  Many of the activities are completed in class, so 
attendance is very important.  Also, ask your child about our water testing beach field trip! 
 



 

 

Gandhi House News: Spring 2015 
 

 

News from the Classrooms 

Individuals and Societies - Students are finishing their 

exploration on Asia and will be learning about India 
before beginning their Silk Road Simulation and final 
essay assessment for the unit.  

Math: Course 2: Students are working on proportion 
ratios and rates. 

Algebra: Students are nearing the end of their journey 

through chapter 6, and working on absolute values and 
equations in standard form. 

Science: Students are exploring forces and energy and 

will be examining and designing Rube Goldberg 
machines.  

Language and Literature: Students are beginning their 

sports, athletes, and determination unit. Students will 
need to bring a personal reading book to class due to 
the fact that our library will be closing down mid-unit.  
 

Gandhi House Tardy Policy 
 

Tardy is being less than 20 minutes late to class. After 20 minutes 
the students is recorded as absent from class. Per district policy 

 

3rd tardy- Phone call home 
4th tardy- 10 minute detention 
5th tardy- 15 minute detention 
6th tardy- Office Referral 
7th tardy - Parent Meeting 

 

Gandhi House Teacher Contact Information 

 
Language A - Mr. Konopasek – (daniel.konopasek@rusd.org) 

Math -  Mrs. Grodey – (lisa.grodey@rusd.org) 

Humanities & Language A - Mr. Mendez – (jose.mendez@rusd.org) 

Science - Mr. Venne – (robert.venne@rusd.org) 

Humanities - Ms. Dickert – (danielle.dickert@rusd.org) 

Language A & Math - Mrs. Woida – (kattie.woida@rusd.org) 

2016 Washington D.C. TRIP MEETING: 
 

Any 7th Graders interested in going on the 

Washington D.C. trip at the end of next year (June 

2016), can come to an 
informational meeting about 

the trip on the 28th.  
 

2016 - 8th Grade Washington 

D.C. Meeting 

 

Coming this May… 



 

 

Washington D.C. Trip Information! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THIS YEAR’S TRIP 

 

2015 Washington D.C. Pre-Departure 

Meeting 

 

Wednesday May 27th 6:30 – 7:30 

In the McKinley Café’ 

 

Room Assignments  

Packing lists 

Emergency information 

Contact information 

Itineraries 

Pre-Departure Information  
 

 

 
Next Year’s Washington D.C. TRIP 

 

Any 7th Graders interested in going on the 

Washington D.C. trip at the end of next 

year (June 2016), can come to an 

informational meeting about the trip on 

the 28th.  

 

 

2016 TRIP MEETING: 

 

2016 - 8th Grade Washington D.C. 

Meeting 

 

Thursday June 4th 6-7  

in the McKinley Café 



Eighth Grade 

Angelou and Houdini Houses 
 

The end of the year is quickly approaching and before we know it you child 
will be finished with middle school. We have successfully completed the Badger 
Exam in ELA and Math, which is the current state test. We will begin our final MAP 
testing for Spring soon. Please encourage your children to work hard to prove their 
knowledge in reading and math.  
 

 The Passion Project was a huge success! Thank you to all of the students and 
families that came out to support the work we completed. Giving back to the 
community is a very important part of the IB curriculum and our students made us 
proud! 
 

 
 

 

Eighth Grade Day Away will be held on June 9 this year. Students meet at 
school at the regular time and then board busses to attend a field trip, dinner and 
dance until approximately 9:00 pm. This is a yearly activity at McKinley that allows 
students the opportunity to spend time with each other before many of our eighth 
graders head in different directions for high school. There is specific criteria for 
eligibility for this trip with regards to grades, attendance and behavior. If you have 
specific questions about these, please feel free to contact any eighth grade teacher, 
counselor or principal for more information.  

 

Eighth grade Crossing the Bridge will take place in the school gymnasium on 
the last day of school at 9:00. Students will walk across the stage to receive their 
certificate for completing all requirements of middle school. Following the 
ceremony, students will leave McKinley with their family members and are released 
for the rest of the day. Congratulations to all of our eighth grade students! 

 

 
 



Eighth Grade 

Angelou and Houdini Houses continued…. 
 
 
Seminar classes will be participating in an interdisciplinary unit this quarter. 

The unit is Celebrate the Decades and students will be required to complete 
research about a specific decade and create a project based on what they learn.  
 

 We continue to work on our reading and writing skills in Language and 
Literature class. We have completed our unit on Monster with an argument essay 
assessment about the guilt or innocence of the main character. We have begun a unit 
on The Diary of Anne Frank which will teach us many things about World War II and 
the Holocaust. Students will be required to complete an IB Assessment at the end of 
the unit. We will end the year with a short research project on careers. 
 

In science class we have been working hard on our Chemistry Unit. The 
students have learned how to read the Periodic Table of Elements and figure out 
how many protons, electrons, and neutrons each element has. We still have a lot to 
learn about Chemistry. After Chemistry we will be learning about genetics for the 
remainder of the year.  
 

In Individuals and Society we are discussing the differences between the 
economies of the North and the South leading up to the Civil War.  We will create 
timelines of the six most important causes of the Civil War which will be due in the 
middle of May.  We will end the year learning about about the Civil War and will 
have a test on it at the beginning of June. 

 

Math students have been busy working on solving equations with variables on 
both sides. They will complete algebra work and a unit on geometry as the year 
concludes. An IB assessment involving volume and surface area needs to be 
completed. The assessment is based on a cereal box and your child will need to save 
one to bring to class so please start saving boxes now.  

 

Algebra students are finishing the textbook and getting ready for the end of 
the year final exam.  
 

Please feel free to contact any or all of the teachers with questions or 
concerns. We have enjoyed working with your children this year! Good luck to them 
in high school! 
 
 
 



Business Ed                      
 

Eighth grade students recently took a fieldtrip to Junior Achievement's Finance Park facility and did lots 

of math while budgeting their money. It was hard work but the students were successful and completed 

the challenge of not overspending. After the fieldtrip, they documented their thinking for our IB project 

and also wrote thank you letters to our amazing volunteers. We want to show our gratitude to the 

following adults for making this fieldtrip a success: Ms. Wakim, Ms. Peet, Ms. Lequia, Ms. Clemon, 

Mrs. Carley-Johnson, Mr. Husson, Mr. Stephenson, Ms. Hunter, and Mrs. Jankowski. A special thank 

you to Mrs. Kulland for helping gather the needed volunteers. 

 

Seventh grade students have just finished teaching their planned lessons to our classes on MS Word and 

Google docs. We will now work on our IB unit project, a poster showing pride in McKinley, and then on 

to spreadsheets and creating games in PowerPoint. 

 

Sixth graders are also beginning their IB Porject for our Digital Citizenship unit, where they have shared 

wonderful insight and been very reflective about how our online activities relate to our offline activities 

and responsibilities. We are using a new web tool called www.Thinglink.com to create interactive 

images for our project. Please ask your student about our class activities. 

 

 

http://www.thinglink.com/


 
 

Infusino’s Honor Roll Incentive Field Trip 
Students who made the honor roll (3.0-4.0) for all three quarters are being invited 
to participate in a special luncheon at Infusino’s on Friday May 8th. We look forward 
to offering an opportunity to recognize their achievements! 
 
Crossing the Bridge Ceremony 
Our 8th Grade Crossing the Bridge Ceremony will be held on Thursday, June 11th at 
9:00am. This has always been an opportunity for parents, grandparents and others 
to recognize their children and their hard work over the last three years at McKinley 
which resulted in their being advanced to high school next year.  Due to limited 
space in the gym, each student will receive two tickets to the ceremony. A waiting 
list will be created for extra tickets and those will be handed out once all students 
have received their first two tickets. Please contact the main office to place your 
name on the list for more tickets. We look forward to honoring the class of 2019! 
 
Final Honors Breakfast held April 24, 2015 
      Students who earned a place on the 3rd Quarter Scholastic Honors list were 
recognized during grade level meetings.  Each student’s name was read and the 
students were given a choice of donut and juice.  This was the third time this school 
year that students receiving a 3.00 gpa and better were recognized. 
 

Honors and Recognition Night 
     This year our Honors and Recognition Night will be held at 6:30 pm, June 2, 
2015 in our Gym.  Among the students who will be recognized are students who 
received an average of 3.50 gpa and better based on all three quarters so far this 
year.  It should be noted that students who earned Scholastic Honors based on their 
4th Quarter and Final grades will also receive McKinley letters, silver and gold pins 
when they return to school in the fall and/or forwarded to their new schools. 
     Also honored and recognized are the eighth graders who qualified for the 
Presidential Academic Excellence Awards, students who participated in the English 
Festival, winners of the spelling and geography bees and other students who 
through their efforts make McKinley a better school.  
    Refreshment provided by the McKinley PTSA will be available after the program. 
      
 
  



 
Photo ID Required When Visiting School 
In order to ensure the safety of all students, staff and families, RUSD Board of Education 
administrative regulation 1231 requires that all school visitors show a photo ID when visiting our 
schools and sign in and out of the building.  
 
Though it may feel like a hassle to stop and get out your ID, please know that we’re asking that our 
schools enforce this policy to ensure the safety of everyone.  
 
 
 
 
Cuando Visite la Escuela Se Requiere Mostrar una Identificación con Foto 
Por la seguridad de todos los estudiantes, el personal y las familias, el reglamiento administrativo 
1231 de la Mesa Directiva de Educación del Distrito Escolar Unificado de Racine requiere que 
todos los visitantes de la escuela muestren una identificación con foto y firmen su entrada y salida 
del edificio cuando visiten la escuela. 
 
A pesar de que pueda sentirse molestoso parar y sacar su identificación, por favor sepan que les 
estamos pidiendo a nuestras escuelas que cumplan esta póliza por la seguridad de todos.  

 
 

  

McKinley Middle 
An 

IB World School 
 

2340 Mohr Ave 

Racine, WI  53405 

 

Main office (262) 664-6150 

Attendance (262) 664-6155 

Fax (262) 664-6196 

 

McKinley Website 
The McKinley website provides useful information for you on a daily basis. 

Read the Daily Announcements, view the Activities Calendar, and read about 
the good things that are happening at McKinley every week! 

Go to: https://sites.google.com/a/rusd.org/mckinley 
 

http://www.rusd.org/sites/default/files/uploads/Resources/Policies/1231.pdf
https://sites.google.com/a/rusd.org/mckinley

