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McKinley Middle School 
An IB World School 

 

Testing dates: 
Wisconsin Forward Exam April 25th – May 20th 

 
                                                         

Spelling Bee 
 
Congrats the following 
students who spelled 
their way into the RUSD 
Spelling Bee.  Our Viking 
Spellers will compete at 
Gilmore on Saturday, 
May 7th.  Way to go!! 
 

8th grade: 

1-Nora Schultz 

2-Kye Rieckhoff 

3-Anthony Andronczyk 

 

7th grade: tied for first  

1-Laurel Sutherland 

1-Marija Markovic 

 

6th grade: 

1-Ashley Springer 

2-Azaan McCray 

3-Taylor Kaplan 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

May 2 - VFZ field Trip to Homeless Shelter 

May 3 - Gandhi Watershed field trip 

May 4 - Clark Watershed field trip 

May 7 - Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast (Jazz Band) 

May 7 - State Solo & Ensemble @ UW Parkside 

May 9 - 8th grade to Golden Rondelle 

May 9 - 6th grade Choir Concert 

May 10 - 7th & 8th grade Choir Concert 

May 11 - 6th grade to Golden Rondelle 

May 12 - PTSA Meeting in Library 

May 16 - Orchestra Concert 

May 17 - Band Concert 

May 18 & 19 - Roosevelt to Tabor Woods 

May 18 - Student Government Meeting 

May 26 - McKinley Talent Show 

May 27 - MLK Trout Pond field trip 

May 27 - RUSD Mentor Field Trip 

May 27-29 – McKinley Rafting Trip 

May 30 - Memorial Day – No School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RUSD Family Empowerment Day  

Saturday. May 7, 2016 

10:00am - 6:00pm 

Washington Park High School 

1901 12th Street, Field House 

Door Prize for the first 50 families to arrive on-

site! Limited to one prize per family.  

Register here:  

https://docs.google.com/a/rusd.org/forms/d/1pf

3fAqZIGZzoChEJmIpp5HKPIqyK9nq_jCadgC-

UKkU/viewform?ths=true&edit_requested=true 

For more information contact:  

family.engagement@rusd.org

 

SAVE THE DATE  
Honors Recognition Night - Thursday June 2nd  
This will recognize students who receive District 
Honors for earning GPAs of 3.5 or above, ROAR 
Awards, Student Mentors, English festival, 
Presidential Academic Excellence Awards, 
Geography Bee, and Spelling Bee winners.  
 

Crossing the Bridge - Tuesday June 7th @ 9am 
Doors open at 8:30am. We look forward to 
celebrating the success of the Class of 2020! 
 

 
6th grade Orientation 

Our 2016-2017 school year is right around the 
corner.  McKinley will host our annual 6th grade 
Jump-Start Orientation August 16th, 17th, and 
18th.  An informational letter and sign-up sheet will 
be coming home with 5th graders in the next three 
weeks.  Please fill out the necessary form and mail 
or email to Denise Saverine, IB Coordinator.    
2340 Mohr Ave  Racine, WI 53405 
denise.saverine@rusd.org 

McKinley’s 7th grade Family Night Fun! 
 
A HUGE “THANK YOU” to our seventh graders 
and their families for an outstanding Family Night, 
Around the World in 80 Minutes. 

 

After Zone 
We had an awesome year in After Zone.  The 
students learned a lot related to their academic 
skills.  After Zone wasn't just about school work, 
though.  The students had a lot of fun in their 
enrichment classes.  If you or someone you know 
is interested in running a class for next year, 
please contact Mr. Konopasek.  We would love to 
offer more choices of classes for students in order 
to experience more of the world around them.   

 
 

https://docs.google.com/a/rusd.org/forms/d/1pf3fAqZIGZzoChEJmIpp5HKPIqyK9nq_jCadgC-UKkU/viewform?ths=true&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/a/rusd.org/forms/d/1pf3fAqZIGZzoChEJmIpp5HKPIqyK9nq_jCadgC-UKkU/viewform?ths=true&edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/a/rusd.org/forms/d/1pf3fAqZIGZzoChEJmIpp5HKPIqyK9nq_jCadgC-UKkU/viewform?ths=true&edit_requested=true
mailto:family.engagement@rusd.org
mailto:family.engagement@rusd.org
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  Physical Education 
 

As we finish up rolling through our Skating unit 
we have our eyes fixed on what’s coming up next; 
Soccer. Each class will be starting their new unit 
with the intent of going outside every day that we 
can so please remind your student to dress 
accordingly. We will be following our Soccer unit 
with our last unit of the year which is Softball. We 
will finish up with our Fitness Testing to see how 
each of our students has developed over the 
course of the year. 
 
Our Track and Field team starts out the season 
on Thursday, April 21st with a meet at Case. 
Other meets include; 4/28 at Case, 5/5 at Park, 
5/12 at Park and finally 5/17 again at Case. 
Meets start at 4:15 and run until 6:15. Come on 
out and support our Viking runners.  
 
The Annual McKinley 5K Fun Run/Walk will take 
place on the morning of Thursday, June 2nd 
beginning at 9:00 am. This event will take place 
at Island Park, parents and family members are 
welcomed to attend or help out during the day of 
the race. This is a school wide event so your 
student will be taking part. Water and snacks will 
be provided to the students courtesy of the PTSA.  
 
The end of the season sports luncheon will take 
place on Thursday, June 2nd. During this time we 
will recognize our athletes and sports teams for 
all that they accomplished over the course of the 
year. Lunch will be provided and this will take 
place from 12:00 until 1:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Counselor’s Corner 
 
GEMS - The 2016 GEMS (Girls Empowered by 
Math and Science) Conference will be held at 
UW-Parkside on Wednesday May 18.  The 
conference mission is to: 1) provide young 
women with opportunities to learn about the 
importance of science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics (STEM) in careers and 2) 
promote young women's participation in STEM 
courses in high school and college.  Twenty-
Three 7th Graders and Twenty-Three 8th 
Graders have been invited to attend from 
McKinley. 
 

End of the Year upcoming costs: 

 Yearbook: $30 for reserved,  
$35 if purchased when they arrive. 

 8th Grade Day Away in June  
Final Date TBA: $35 

 7th & 8th Grade Rafting Trip: 
May 27-29th $100 

Library 
 
The end of the year is near and it’s time to get 
books back to the library!  Students currently 
have a 2 book maximum checkout so that we 
can get all materials back before inventory 
occurs. If you know you have books from another 
school, you can bring them into the library, and 
they will be sent to the other school to be taken 
off your library record. 

 
Students will be receiving emails and letters 
about any fines that they have. We ask that fines 
be paid in the office so they can be taken off the 
student record. Thanks and keep reading!  

 
 
 

From the Nurse 

The end of the year is approaching quickly.  We 

need to plan how medications are going to get 

home.  Towards the end of the month you will be 

getting a letter in the mail with the options 

available.  Please return the note as soon as 

possible with how you would like medications to 

be returned.  We will be starting to send 

medications home the last week of school.  If 

your child takes daily medications please only 

send the amount of medications needed to finish 

the school year.  Thank you for your help in this 

process. 



 

 

 

  
Einstein 
 
Both Einstein teachers will be working collaboratively to plan awesome,  
interdisciplinary, last units for our students! We will be focusing on the 
Amazon Rainforest for the rest of our short time in the 2015-2016 school  
year. We will cover rainforest animals in science class and the effects of 
deforestation on these populations in humanities and language & literature 
classes. We are ready for a strong, meaningful finish to the year! 
 
We have also been planning for some upcoming FREE field trips  
(permission slips coming home very soon)! On May 11th, students will take 
a trip to the Golden Rondelle Theatre to learn about financial literacy! On  
May 17th, we will be going to Tabor Woods located in Caledonia for a 
program ran through the Caledonia Conservatory. Students will be able to 
learn about and interact with nature. We will be needing some chaperones 
for these trips, if you are able to, we would love to have you join! 

CHOIR 
 

The McKinley Middle School Choir traveled 
to Chicago from April 20 to the 24th.  While 
there they competed in the World Strides 
Heritage Festival.  The group took home 
two GOLD awards one for concert choir and  
one for swing choir in the junior division.   
Gavin Jankwoski (7th Grader) received a  
maestro award for his solo performance in 
the swing choir event.  He was one of six 
students in the whole competition to receive 
this award.  Bravo, Gavin!!  The choir also 
received the Spirit Award.  This award is 
given to the group who best represents their 
school and community throughout their 
entire trip to Chicago.  Way to go!  McKinley Choirs - a tradition of excellence!!   

 
May 9 (6th Grade) and May 10 (7th and 8th Grade) are our Spring Choir and Award Concerts.  Remember 
that attendance is mandatory.  Choir is a performance based class, and as part of that regular 
performances are a requirement.  These concert dates have been on the calendar since last 
September.  Please support your student in the work they do in the arts at McKinley. 
 
We will have a rehearsal during the day on May 9th.  Students will meet in the gym to practice in combined 
rehearsals.  Model behavior is expected.  Students who do not behave accordingly will be removed from 
the concert and the performance.  We know ALL McKinley students are capable of doing their best in terms 
of concert etiquette and behavior.  Students are required to wear their uniform to the concert at night.  As 
per our policy, students who are unable to obtain a uniform should see Mr. Kroes.  Uniforms are available 
and ready for those ask.  Girls: Any white shirt, black skirt, black shoes.  Leggings, belts, scarves are okay.  
Guys: White, collared, dress shirt, black pants (jeans are okay), black shoes.   
 
********************************* 
We are excited to announce ANYTHING GOES as our 2017 Spring Musical.  A fantastic farce set on the 
high seas, this classic musical is sure to be a toe-tapper.  Every song is a winner!  We can’t wait to get on 
board!  Auditions will be this fall.  Beginning dance classes will be offered this fall through AfterZone.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

Mandela 
 
The Mandela students have been busying learning about our solar system and 
everything that it is made up of. From space, asteroids, meteorites, rocks to what  
causes our seasons, our students have been busy learning and exploring the  
universe. We are finishing up a project relating to being a space traveler. When we 
finish up this unit we will begin an interdisciplinary unit involving the rainforest.  
The rainforest unit will be great as the students will be the voice of logging concerns 
in the Amazon. Students will have to appropriately argue their points about logging  
and what logging has done to the rainforest. Let’s have a great ending to the year.   

 

MLK 

The MLK students have been busying learning 
about our solar system and everything that it is 
made up of. From space rocks to what causes our 
seasons our students have been busy learning and 
exploring the universe. When we finish up this unit 
we will begin an interdisciplinary unit involving the 
rainforest.  
 
In language the students have begun our notable 
characters assessment, they will be choosing to 
create a fake facebook, snap chat or instagram to 
showcase a character from their independent novel. 
They will be using facts from the novel as well as 
their inferencing skills to explain details about their 
chosen character. 
 
We are currently working through our rate, ratio and 
proportions unit in math.  
 
In I&S we are working on applying (movement, 
human environment and interactions, place, regions 
and location) to the cities and states they are 
visiting on their cross country road trip.  
 
Keep an eye out for  
permission slips  
coming home for two 
upcoming field trips.   
The entire 6th grade 
will be attending the 
Golden Rondelle on  
May 11th and the  
MLK house will 
be heading to trout  
ponds to help pull 
garlic mustard and 
learn all about our  
local environment! 

Roosevelt 
 
Math- Our mathematicians are finishing up 
their rate, ratio and proportions unit.  Course 
one students will be soon working on their 
fourth unit dealing with algebra 
concepts.  They will be solving expressions, 
equations and inequalities.  Pre-Algebra 
students will also be moving on to their 
fourth unit, focusing on geometry 
concepts.  They will be discovering more 
ways that math is everywhere around 
us!  Our students did an amazing job with 
the Spring math MAP test! Great job, 
everyone!    
 
Humanities- Our geographers have enjoyed 
learning about the United States during our 
third unit as they planned a road trip across 
the four regions of our great country.  Now, 
we move on to our last unit of the year 
focusing on South America.  We will be 
working on an interdisciplinary unit involving 
the rainforest. 



 

 

Clark 
 
Humanities-Students have been working hard and are moving into one of the 
final units of the year, Asia. We will explore many things from population issues 
in China, weather patterns in India and geopolitical conflicts that impact the area.  
Please ask your students how they are doing and what they are working on.  
Our final IB project for the class will be started in a couple of weeks. 
 
Science- For the next several weeks we will be working on physic, water and 
ocean life. Students will be looking at Newton’s 3 Laws through lab experiments,  
examining water and what it is made of, and finally learning about oceans with 
how they impact the Earth functions. 
 
Language Arts-Students are finishing an in depth unit on literary devices, such as similes, metaphor, 
hyperbole, onomatopoeia, et cetera. We will now be diving into a new unit on informational texts. 
Students will learn the specifics of real, nonfiction texts such as essays, journals, periodicals, 
biographies, autobiographies and so on. Students will also learn different text structures and how 
authors make nonfiction texts more effective.  
 
Math-How many times have you been doing a project, and you run out of materials when you are this 
close to finishing because you underestimated how much you needed? Or, you’ve gotten way more 
than was necessary and now you have to figure out what to do with the leftovers? Take heart! Our 7th 
graders know how to figure out ratios, proportions and unit rates to help you out. Need to mix a 
solution? They know how to double it or cut it down. How much are strawberries per pound? They can 
tell you. By the end of the month, they will be able to tell you how much paint to buy for the walls, and 
how big the carpet should be for the basement. They will also be able to help you figure out how much 
those must-have shoes are when the sign only says 30% off. Yes, math is everywhere! 
 
Pre-Algebra-Ever wonder how architects build those tall, tall skyscrapers? How do they figure out how 
to support all that weight, and how do they know it will all work? The students know the secret. They 
have learned to use scale to enlarge or shrink items using just a pencil, paper and their brains. They 
also are becoming proficient at ratios and proportions. A future architect, perhaps? 
 
Field trips- Our students did wonderfully at the Theater Guild, where we saw special effects in action, 
were able to participate in some stage battles, and learned what actors do to warm up before we 
watched a live performance of “Bridge to Terabithia.” We are so very proud of them! Because we were 
so impressed, we are looking forward to a few more outings as we close out 7th grade. Please watch 
for any information regarding these. 

 

  

Gandhi 
 
Hello from Algebra!  We are now into chapter 6-our final chapter of the year.  We will finish the chapter 
mid-May, and then review for about 1 week for our final. Our final is the high school mid-term, so it is a 
challenging test! I know we can succeed :) After the midterm we will learn some important skills for next 
year’s algebra, including factoring polynomials-my favorite! In the course 2 classroom we are busy 
attacking geometry. Surface area, volume, and geometric figures will help round out our year. We will 
also be reviewing all we have covered this year to see how far we have come in our math journey! 

 
Language and Literature - It's hard to believe that we are already in the fourth quarter!   
Students finished their unit on literary devices.  There were some amazing projects and 
videos created to demonstrate their knowledge.  Next, they are now going to examine 
informational text as well as text structures in their reading books.  The students had 
some tremendous MAP score gains.  It's so exciting to see the students grow and 
mature over the year.  We are so excited to finish the year strong!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Angelou 

Math- It’s hard to believe fourth quarter is here 
already! The students have been working very hard 
on our function and ordered pair units. They are doing 
great at working in stations. They work with teachers, 
independently, and collaboratively with partners. We 
will begin dealing with slopes and graphing soon. We 
also finished MAP testing. Many students met their 
goals so we have a lot to celebrate! 
 
Advanced Algebra - Students continue to solve 
quadratic equations using various methods, including 
the quadratic formula.  Before the end of the year 
students will solve radical functions, too! 
 
Algebra I - Students are finishing up a chapter on 
inequalities in 2nd Hour.  7th Hour is starting a 
chapter involving graphing on the coordinate plane. 
 
Language and Literature- As we wind down the end of 
the year, the students are working extra hard to finish 
up reading 145th Street.  They are working with 
blended learning in their stations doing journals, 
reading, activities, and Compass Learning. They will 
be wrapping up the school year by looking at Anne 
Frank and the influence on history and culture. We are 
excited to wrap up the school year strongly!  
 
Science- We are almost done learning about the 

human body. The end of the unit project for the 

human body will be a research project. Students will 

research a disease that affects one or more of the 

human body systems. By the beginning of May this 

project will have been turned in. We are then moving 

on to learning about chemistry. Students will be 

learning about basic chemistry. We will be spending a 

few weeks on chemistry and then ending the year 

learning about genetics. I hope that each student will 

finish the year strong. 

 

Houdini 

Language and Literature - Hello! 
We’ve been working hard finishing 
up our short story reading 
assessment and taking the Spring 
MAP test. Many students met their 
Reading MAP goals! We also 
finished a short unit on poetry, 
continued working on figurative 
language, and recently introduced 
our “Overcoming Obstacles” unit with 
Anne Frank and the World War II 
time period. We will spend the next 
few weeks reading “survivor” stories, 
improving our writing skills, and 
preparing for the next standardized 
test, the Wisconsin Forward Exam! 
 
Advanced Algebra - Students 
continue to solve quadratic equations 
using various methods, including the 
quadratic formula.  Before the end of 
the year students will solve radical 
functions, too! 
 

Algebra I - Students are finishing up 

a chapter on inequalities in 2nd 

Hour.  7th Hour is starting a chapter 

involving graphing on the coordinate 

plane. 



 

 

 

 

Digital Resources Available to Students 
Anytime, Anywhere  
 
RUSD students can access digital resources 

from the RUSD Instructional Technology 

Resources page (instech.rusd.org) anytime, 

anywhere. For most of the resources, 

students can access the content by using 

their student ID and district password. For a 

list of digital resources and login 

information, click here.  

 

 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Excellent attendance is essential to school success.  Students are expected, when healthy to attend all 
scheduled classes and activities on time except as excused by the school.  When students are ill, 
parents/guardians need to report their child’s absence by calling 664-6155.  If phoning in when 
voicemail is on, please leave the following information: 
 

 The student’s name and grade 

 The reason for the absence 

 The probable duration of the absence 

 The identity of the person calling      

If your child has been absent 10+ days this semester/year due to Illness or other reasons, these 

absences are considered excessive and we will need a medical statement from your child's physician 

to excuse her/him for the remainder of this school term.  All remaining absences, which are not 

accompanied by a doctor's excuse, will be treated as truancies as per our Disctrict Policy.  

 
EARLY DISMISSAL OR LATE ARRIVALS 

 
It is requested that dental and medical appointments be scheduled outside of the normal school day as 
much as possible.  In the event a student must leave before the school day ends, or arriving at school 
late, the parent must come to the office and sign the child in or out. 
 

Hi McKinley Families, just a reminder that our last PTSA meeting for this school year is Thursday May 

12 at 5:30pm in the school Library.  It is vital for the continuation of the McKinley PTSA that supporters 

attend this meeting and also volunteer to be on the PTSA Board for 2016-2017 school year. 

Our final dine out is scheduled for Wednesday May 18th at Buffalo Wild Wings 11:00am - close. Don't 
forget to print off the voucher from the school website or pick one up from the school office. These 
dine-outs have been a great success please keep supporting the PTSA.  

Labels for Education is coming to an end, but there is still time to clip and submit your labels, please 
hand them in to the school office. Box tops for Education please continue to clip and submit also to the 
school office, there is a large collection jar on the counter.  

 Thank you for your continued support to your child’s school's PTSA. 

 

 

http://instech.rusd.org/
https://employees.rusd.org/Dept/IS/_layouts/DocIdRedir.aspx?ID=RUSDEMP-31-557


 

 

 



 

 

 

RUSD Now Offering Text Message Notifications 
New this year, during weather or other emergencies, RUSD will now be able to notify parents and guardians 
via text message. If you have a cell phone number as your primary household phone number in our records, 
you will be eligible to receive District text messages.  
 
How Do I Sign-Up? 

 On Dec. 14 the District will send out an opt-in text message to your cell phone asking you if you’d like 
to receive text message notifications from Racine Unified.  

 The text will be sent from the number 684-53.  

 Reply ‘YES’ if you want to receive text message notifications or ‘NO’ if you do not want to receive 
them.  

If your primary phone number is not a cell phone and you would like to receive District text messages, you 
can change your number in Infinite Campus Parent Portal. Please see step-by-step instructions on the 
backside of this page. 
 
If you need your Parent Portal access code, please contact your child’s school. 
 
If you do not receive an opt-in message, please login to the Parent Portal and make sure your primary 
household number is correct. If you miss the Dec. 14 opt-in message and your primary household number in 
Infinite Campus is a cell phone, you can text “YES’ to 684-53 at any time to sign-up. 
  
District text messages will also be sent out in Spanish. Please note that the program does not allow us to 
enter special characters. Therefore, messages will not have the following accent marks, á é í ó ú, ü, ¿ ¡. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please email info@rusd.org.  
 

McKinley Middle School 

2340 Mohr Ave 

Racine, WI  53405 

Main office (262) 664-6150 

Attendance (262) 664-6155 

Fax (262) 664-6196 

http://www.rusd.org/mckinley 

 

McKinley is now on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/McKinley-Middle-School-1729768473924040/ 

mailto:info@rusd.org
https://www.facebook.com/McKinley-Middle-School-1729768473924040/

